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Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi – Across 
the farming landscape of Thabazimbi and surrounds, 
where producers contend with vast fields, grazing land, 
difficult terrain and unpredictable weather, a new tool is 
increasingly taking to the skies: the agricultural spray 
drone.
According to Peet Oosthuizen of Alpha Drone, drones are 
not intended to replace tractors, high-clearance sprayers, 
aircraft or centre pivots. Instead, they offer farmers 
another specialised tool – particularly where precision and 
accessibility matter.
When an operator arrives on a farm, the field is mapped 
and stored digitally. Using GPS, the drone follows a 
predetermined route, while the operator can select specific 
areas requiring treatment. This means a problem area can 
be targeted without necessarily treating an entire field.

Where tractors struggle, drones can fly
The advantage becomes particularly clear after rain. When 
soil is too wet for heavy machinery, a drone does not need 
to travel across the land and, where weather and product 
conditions permit, treatment can continue 
from above. Drones can also work on 
slopes and in difficult-to-reach areas. 
They are used in maize, wheat, sunflower 
and cotton fields, pecan orchards and 
grazing.
Depending on the equipment, drones can 
apply pesticides, fungicides, nutrients and 
liquid fertilisers, while spreading systems 
can distribute granular fertiliser and seed.

Precision is central to the technology. GPS, sensors and 
radar help control the drone’s route and height, while the 
airflow from its rotors can assist in carrying spray droplets 
into the crop canopy.
The operator’s job also involves ensuring the correct 
concentration and application settings are used, making 
appropriate certification, including the necessary PCO 
requirements, and product knowledge important. Weather 
remains crucial, with wind and temperature influencing 
spraying and the effectiveness of certain products.

More than just flying
After spraying, the system can retain valuable information 
including area covered, product applied per hectare, 
spraying time and temperature, with maps stored for future 
reference. Oosthuizen says the technology is not only 
for large commercial farms. Smaller crop and livestock 
farmers may also benefit where targeted treatment makes 
practical and financial sense.

For more information, contact Peet Oosthuizen  
of Alpha Drone on 079 608 0310.
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FARMING AT YOUR FINGERTIPS… A typical operator screen provides a bird’s-eye view of the field, together with 
mapping, flight and application options used to plan and monitor the job.

PRECISION FROM ABOVE… An agricultural 
drone takes to the sky above a centre pivot 
and surrounding farmland – a glimpse of 
how modern technology is finding its place 
alongside traditional farming methods.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT INTEGRATED TRANSPORT PLAN (ITP)

FOR THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY
Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 13(a) read with Sections 21(1) to (5) of the Local Government: Municipal Systems 
Act, 2000 (Act 32 of 2000) that Thabazimbi Local Municipality invites members of the public, Interested and Affected Parties, 
and all relevant stakeholders to submit comments on the Draft Integrated Transport Plan (ITP).
The Draft Integrated Transport Plan outlines the Municipality’s strategic approach to transport planning, mobility improvement, 
and transport infrastructure development within the municipal area.
Members of the public and stakeholders who wish to submit comments, inputs and/or representations are requested to do so 
in writing within FOURTEEN (14) days from the date of publication of this notice in Platinum Bushvelder and/or the Limpopo 
Provincial Gazette.
Written submissions may be directed to:
Attention: Mr Molopo. Z. Namate | Position: Director of Community Services Email: namatemolopo@gmail.com
The Draft Integrated Transport Plan will be available for public inspection at the following locations:

PLACE VENUE ADDRESS
Thabazimbi Records Office, Community services 7 Rietbok Street
Northam Municipal Office 313 Tungsten Street
Rooiberg Municipal Office Knoppiesdoring No 1
Leeupoort/Raphuti Municipal Office Stand Number 2 Muisvoël

The document will also be available on the Municipality’s website: https://www.thabazimbi.gov.za/
Any person who is unable to read or write may visit the above offices where municipal officials will provide assistance in 
recording their comments or representations.
7th Rietbok Street, PO Box 90, Thabazimbi, 0380
Mr GC Letsoalo | Municipal Manager | Thabazimbi Local Municipality Notice: 21/2026

’n Bekende gesig, 
’n blywende nalatenskap

Truck crashes 
through barriers 

on R510

Blowout sends 
bakkie into 
power pole

The truck after crashing 
through the roadside 
barriers on the R510. 

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– Three people escaped with only minor injuries 
after a Toyota bakkie left the road and struck a 
power pole on the Setaria/ Koedoeskop dirt road 
on Sunday afternoon, 16 August 2026.
Thaba Fire and Rescue was called to the scene 
at approximately 15:50. According to information 
received, one of the bakkie’s tyres reportedly burst, 
causing the driver to lose control. The vehicle 
broke through a fence before crashing into a power 
pole alongside the road. Three occupants were 
found inside the bakkie and, fortunately, sustained 
only minor injuries. Thaba Fire and Rescue, 
the Northam Platinum Fire Team and a state 
ambulance attended the scene.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – Hoërskool 
Frikkie Meyer (HFM) en die breër Thabazimbi-gemeenskap 
treur oor die afsterwe van mnr. Ben Liebenberg, ’n geliefde 
en bekende figuur wat oor baie jare diep spore in die dorp 
gelaat het.
Mnr. Liebenberg was van 1984 tot 2002 deel van HFM, waar 
hy ’n waardevolle bydrae tot die skoolgemeenskap gelewer 
het. Hy was onder meer betrokke by die afrigting van netbal, 
atletiek en krieket en het deur die jare ’n rol in talle leerders se 

skoolloopbane gespeel. Vir baie Thabazimbi-inwoners was hy 
egter ook eenvoudig ’n bekende deel van die dorp – ’n gesig 
wat gereeld by plaaslike koffiewinkels gesien is, waar hy graag 
’n koppie koffie geniet het.
HFM het met waardering teruggedink aan sy jare by die skool 
en die spore wat hy in soveel mense se lewens gelaat het. Die 
skool het sy innige meegevoel aan mnr. Liebenberg se familie, 
vriende en almal wat hom geken en liefgehad het, betuig.
Rus sag, mnr. Liebenberg.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam – A truck driver sustained 
moderate injuries in a single-vehicle accident on the R510 on Saturday, 
15 August 2026.
Thaba Fire and Rescue was alerted to the accident shortly before 11:00. 
On arrival, emergency services found that the heavy motor vehicle had 
crashed through the roadside barriers. The exact cause of the accident 
remains under investigation. The driver, who was the truck’s only 
occupant, sustained moderate injuries and was transported to hospital 
by Netcare 911.
Thaba Fire and Rescue, Netcare 911, Thabazimbi Traffic Department, 
Waterberg District Fire Services and Limpopo police attended the scene. 
CTS Rustenburg Towing removed the heavy motor vehicle from the scene 
at approximately 17:50.

Dekgras, Grasdakke, Wildomheinings. 
Steven 083 653 0596 CLASSIFIEDS

The side of the Toyota bakkie following the accident on the Setaria/ 
Koedoeskop dirt road.
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Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, 
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the 
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or 
advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information 
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of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any 
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper is the sole 
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without 
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you want the old 

ProNutro back?

After more than six decades on South African breakfast tables, ProNutro underwent a major reformulation in 2026. The new 
recipe brought changes to its familiar taste and texture – and not everyone is convinced! Would you like the old ProNutro back?

Do you want the old ProNutro back?
HAVE YOUR SAY

“Ja, ek wil baie graag 
die ou ProNutro 
terughê! Soveel 

produkte word deesdae 
verander vir langer 

raklewe en goedkoper 
produksie. Ek is nie 
oortuig dat ’n langer 
raklewe vir produkte 

noodwendig ’n langer, 
gesonder lewe vir ons 

beteken nie.”

Nicole Murray, 
Thabazimbi 

“Yes, definitely. The 
old ProNutro tasted so 
much better than the 
new version. I would 
much rather have the 

old one back.”

Molebogeng Thupi, 
Regorogile

NO 62% YES 38%

He who has the 
Son has life; he 
who does not 
have the Son of 
God does not 
have life.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

1 JOHN 5:12
SOULFOOD

8 3 6
7 9 2 8
2 1 5

7 8 2
2 6 3 1

7 8 6
9 1 6 7

4 7 8
3 5 1

BLACK SMOKE CAN BE A WARNING SIGN… Thick, black 
smoke rising from a fire often indicates that rubber, tyres, 
plastics or other petroleum-based materials are burning. 
Tyres are well known for producing dense, dark smoke when 
they burn, as the rubber releases large amounts of soot during 
combustion. Tyre fires can also release harmful pollutants, 
including carbon monoxide and various hydrocarbons. 
They burn at 
extremely high 
temperatures, 
can be difficult to 
extinguish and 
may continue 
smouldering or 
even reignite after 
the visible flames 
have disappeared.

Thabazimbi Doppermark  
Saterdag, 5 September 2026 

 
Kom kuier saam by die Doppermark! Alle entrepreneurs is welkom om hul produkte uit te stal – van handwerk, klere en 

geskenke tot plante en ander plaaslike lekkertes. Stalletjies is gratis; die kerk vra slegs ’n donasie uit die dag se verkope. 
Kos om daar te eet en rou vleis word uitgesluit. Kom ondersteun plaaslike entrepreneurs en geniet ’n gesellige oggend vol 

verskeidenheid! Plek: Gereformeerde Kerk Thabazimbim | Tyd: 08:00 toy 13:00 | Kontak: Marthie – 082 823 0808

Bushveld Bundu Bash 2026   
Saturday, 5 September 2026 

 
Get ready for an unforgettable day of outdoor adventure at the Bushveld Bundu Bash! Hosted by Laerskool Van 

Wykskraal, this exciting event combines three thrilling disciplines – trail running, mountain biking, and off-road motorbikes 
– in the heart of the beautiful bushveld. Whether you’re racing, riding, or cheering from the sidelines, expect challenging 

routes, stunning scenery, and a fun-filled atmosphere for the whole family. 
Venue: Laerskool Van Wykskraal | Enter online: https://tinyurl.com/BunduBash26

Do you believe people 
can truly change?
People often say, “People never change” – but is that 
really true? Life experiences, consequences, relationships 
and personal growth can reshape the way we think and 
behave. Others believe our fundamental nature stays the 
same. What do you think: can people truly change?

Here’s how you can participate.  
Email us at news@platinumbushvelder.co.za  
or WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 12:00 

on Monday, 24 August 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!

P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic.  

Join the conversation!

POLL

TFR’s got
new wheels!

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– The success of this year’s Thabazimbi Vuurfees 
has translated into valuable new equipment for 
Thaba Fire and Rescue, helping the emergency 
team reach people faster when every minute 
counts.
Thanks to the generous support of the Thabazimbi 
community, funds raised during the Vuurfees 
enabled the team to purchase a four-wheel 
motorcycle. The vehicle will allow responders to 
reach critical areas quickly, particularly in difficult or 
inaccessible terrain where conventional emergency 
vehicles cannot travel. The team was also able to 
purchase a gazebo that will serve as an Incident 
Command Post (ICP) during larger incidents and 

emergencies, providing a central point from which 
response efforts can be coordinated.
Pierre Loots of Thaba Fire and Rescue said the 
organisation is extremely grateful for the continued 
support it receives from residents, businesses and 
organisations. “We are incredibly thankful for the 
way our community supports every project we 
undertake,” Loots said. “Their support allows us to 
keep growing and improving – not only by investing 
in better equipment, but also by strengthening our 
knowledge and skills.”
He added that team members regularly undergo 
courses and training to ensure they are prepared to 
provide the necessary assistance in a wide range 
of emergencies.

071 622 2702

READY FOR ROUGH TERRAIN | The new four-wheel motorcycle purchased with funds raised 
through the successful Vuurfees will help Thaba Fire and Rescue reach critical areas that are 
inaccessible to conventional emergency vehicles.

If you have information about suspected arson, 
report it to SAPS. Remember, you’ll need to provide 

a sworn statement and possibly testify in court. 
Arson is a serious crime, involving the intentional 

burning of someone else’s property.

To remain anonymous,  
call Crime Stop at 08600 10111.

REPORT ARSON!
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Gerlú skitter 
met Afrikaans

Goud in die 
visier vir Johan

Rhinos roar into the finals!Gerlú Mountany, wat ’n uitstekende tweede plek nasionaal in 
Akademia se Woordmeesters-taalkompetisie 2026 behaal het.

Johan Badenhorst mik hoog nadat hy goud by die Limpopo 
Skyfskietkampioenskappe verower het.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi 
– Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer (HFM) se Gerlú 
Mountany het rede om trots te wees nadat sy 
’n indrukwekkende tweede plek nasionaal in 
die skoolleerder-kategorie van Akademia se 
Woordmeesters-taalkompetisie 2026 behaal het.
Die nasionale Afrikaanse taalwedstryd toets 
deelnemers se taalvaardigheid, woordkennis, 
spelling en begrip van Afrikaans. Om tussen 
leerders van regoor die land tweede te eindig, is ’n 
besondere prestasie. HFM het Gerlú gelukgewens 
en hul trots oor haar puik prestasie uitgespreek.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – 
Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer se Johan Badenhorst 
het uitstekend gevaar tydens die Limpopo 
Skyfskietkampioenskappe wat Saterdag 15 
Augustus 2026 in Mokopane plaasgevind het. 
Johan het goud verower en is as die beste 
o.16 Sporter-skut in Limpopo aangewys. Dié 
prestasie besorg hom ook sy provinsiale kleure 
en ’n plek by die SA Kampioenskappe, wat einde 
September in die Vrystaat plaasvind. Baie geluk 
Johan! HFM is trots op jou en ons hou duim vas 
vir die SA’s!

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Setaria – It 
was a clean sweep for the Northam Rhinos Rugby 
Club on Saturday, 15 August 2026, as all three 
teams powered their way through the Golden 
Lions Grand Challenge semi-finals at Bushveld 
Park, Setaria.
The Northam Rhinos 1st Team secured an 
impressive 36-20 victory over Raiders Rugby 
Club, while the 2nd Team defeated Northam 
Wolves 45-31. The 3rd Team completed a perfect 
day for the club with a hard-fought 24-19 win over 
the Wanderers Club.
The victories mean all three Northam Rhinos 
teams are through to the Golden Lions Grand 
Challenge finals in Randfontein on Saturday, 29 
August. The 3rd Team will face Pukke at 13:15, 

followed by the 2nd Team against Pukke at 14:40. 
The 1st Team will take on Randfontein at 16:00.
ANOTHER BIG RUGBY DAY AT BUSHVELD 
PARK
Before the Rhinos head to Randfontein, local 
supporters have another exciting afternoon of 
rugby to look forward to. The Waterberg Rhinos 
will contest the Limpopo Blue Bulls League semi-
finals at Bushveld Park, Setaria, on Saturday, 22 
August.
The Waterberg Rhinos 2nd Team will face Potties 
at 13:30, followed by the 1st Team against Loskop 
at 14:45.
With finals places on the line and home support 
behind them, another action-packed Saturday of 
Bushveld rugby awaits!

From left: Danny Gonsalves, 
general manager of Northam 
Zondereinde; Jaylen James, Man 
of the Match; and Paul Dunn, 
CEO of Northam Platinum.
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